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neither of which ever appeared before, 
and ſome others which may poſſibly, 
follow them in a ſhort Time, is partly in 
l with the Opinion of ſome Friends, 
vrho are pleaſed to think they contain ſome 
Things that deſerve a more ſafe and durable 
Repoſitory, than a daily flecting, and ſoon 
periſhing News Paper. It 1s allo partly OWe- 
ing to the great Modeſty. and Caution of the 
judicious Director of that publick Convey- 
ance, through which ſome of my Thoughts 
have lately paſſed to the World. 
As Truth ought to be the Aim of all our 
Exiquiries, ſo, ores ſhe invites, and gently 
leads, a Defire to retain the moſt intereſting 
and favourite Prepoſſeſſions ſhould, never make 
us averſe to follow. My late diligent Search 
has abundantly convinced me, that though 
our Saviour was the Fruit of Divine Love to 
the Wold, he was not ſent with the leaſt View 
of being an _ Sacrifice to vindictive Ju- 
ſtice. Mr. Milſon has been pleaſed to allow, 
that Gop has a natural Right to pardon Sin, 
on the Terms of Repentance and; Amendment : 
For Reaſon aſſerts Gon's Right, and the Bible 
his Readineſs to do this. We alfa firmly be- 
lieve Gop's natural Right to receive his frail 


offending Creatures to freſh Favour; that as 
ne 
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he will always retain this Right, ſo he ſent Chriſt 


F d 

* 
2 — 
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into the World to publiſb Salvation on theſe very 


Terms: That our Lord freely deſcended from 


his Glory; taught the Way of Truth rfectly; 


humbled himſelf unto Death, even the Death 
of the Croſs; roſe from the Dead; and is now 


a prevailing Interceſſor with Deity, to: procure 


zneſtimable Benefits for returning Sinners: And 


we humbly conceive our bleſſed Saviour thus 


repreſented, highly worthy of being prefigured 
by the Types appertaining to the Jeuiſb CEco- 


nomy; and that we have no Need to recur to 
our Adverſaries Principles, to make out the 


Senſe and Propriety of the Moſaic Inſtitution. 
I never knew that the Sins of the Hebrews 
were really and in fact imputed to the Scape- 
Goat we read of under the Law. Our Ad- 
verſaries Principles we believe come nothing 


ſhort of the following ſtrange and terrifying 
Propoſition, vi. that Gop either cannot, or 
*<oill not extend a free Pardon to the leaſt Sin 


of a frail Creature, on the Terms of the 


| deepeſt Repentance and trueft Amendment; but 
muſt either puniſh it eternally, or inflict ade- 


quate Puniſhment on an innocent, if not in- 
finite Perſon : Whoſe Tenets are moſt inviting 
and amiable, ' we are willing impartial Men 
ſhould decide. Mee EDS 
Mr. P:ctering's laſt Reſort ſeems to be, that 


as our Lord freely offered up his Life, the 


Objection of puniſhing the Hmocent for the 
Guilty avails little; and that Gop's Mercy was 


fafficicntly ſhewn in his accepting Chriſt in 


Man's 


— — — _—————_— 
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PRE FAC E. 5 
Man's Stead. I am perſuaded: Mr, Pickering 


has entirely paſſed over ſeveral Arguments ur- 
ged in The Defence of the Vindication, both 
againſt himſelf and Mr. Wien. If our Sin 
be conſidered as a Debt, I ſee not how, Chriſt's 
voluntary Offer to ſuffer in our Stead, on a Prin- 
ciple of Juſtice, could. be refuſed: Can Juſtice 
_ refuſ to receive what Juſtice claims? 
Il am willing what I have here and dan 
reſented to the Publick, ſhould. and or fall 
by its own Merit; without aſſuming ſuch Airs 
and Appearances, of Modeſty, as many Perſons 
are wont to do, perhaps inſincerely; for 
when Writers cringe, and abound with ſo 
much external Humility as tends almoſt to 
a Condemnation: of their own. Performances, 
they muft. ſurely be ſome how extremely to 
blame: Every Vice will ſometimes wear the 
Outſide of its oppoſite Virtue; and when Authors 
abound with fuch a Multiplicity of humble Ex- 


preſſions, they too often ect the: Virtue they 
do not poſſeſs, in order perhap to extract 


higher Encomiums on R If they do | 


not eſteem their Works of Importance enough 
to deſerve the Attention of others, tis an 12. 


 excuſeable Freedom to trouble the Publick with 
them. If they do think them worthy Accept» 
ance, why is an Author the firſt to 1 5 


With the Rules of Decency and Truth, 
would ſurely be more conſiſtent to leave other 


to judge for themſelves. 
I am ſenſible the Points I have cal upon 


have ſome of them been long and arduoufly 


canvaſed; 


hold in the bigheft and humblet Eſteem; and 


vi PREFACE. 


eanvaſed ; nor ſhould I have troubled the World 
in this Way at all, did not I believe Truth 
had kindly Furniſhed ſome Sentiments and Ar- 


ments, a little new and out of the common 
"x But this I freely ſubmit to be decided by 


others. 
There is ſo prevailing a Mor to deſpiſe every 


Thing that comes out of Nazareth, that let 
Knowledge to the Poor be of what Im- 


rtance it will, or the Soul of the Meane/t 


of the higheſt Value in the Divine Eſtimation, 


yet as the World generally goes, a Writer, void 


of polite Literature, and of ſomething elſe that 


ſways the World abundantly more, 1s ſeldom 
thought worthy of being well, if at all an- 
ſwered by the learned Rabbins of our Time. 
May the Preſs and the Pulpit be ever ſacred to 
Erudition and Myſtery; and may every learned 
Preacher treat wnletter'd Laicks, who preſume 
to interfere in Divine Matters, if not with the 


Severity, with the Silence and Contempt they 


deſerve; and let the Prieſts, and all the Prieſt- 


ridden People, who buy and ſell, and traffick 
in the goodly Merchandizes of Myſtery Babylon 


the Great, with one Voice anſwer and ſay Amen 
to ſo laudable a Defign! But (Irony aſide) what 


I aim at is, to baniſh Extreams of Superſtition 


and Infidelity, and eſtabliſh the true Chriſtian 


Mediocrity of Sentiment. 
I would not for the whole World utter know- 


ingiy the leaſt diſreſpectful Syllable againſt the 
Redeemer of the World, whom I ü deſire to 


"tis 


3 
2 ; 


* 
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*tis my ineupręſſible Pleaſure to live in a Coun- 


try where a reaſonable. Freedom of open Eu- 


quiry and Debate, is indulged to all Orders and 
Degrees of Men. I with every Briton was 
duly ſenſible of the Excellency of the free Go- 


vernment he lives under, and then I believe, 


not only a due Concern for the Preſervation of 
his own Intereſts and Liberties, but the 
warmeſt, moſt grateful, and moſt affectionate 
Eſteem, for one of the BESTH PRINCEs that 


ever fat on a Throne, would be an impregna- 


ble Bulwark againſt all the ſecret Contrivances, 
or open Attempts, of our moſt private or pub- 
% 

I had once Thoughts of connecting the 
two following Pieces, and a certain Eſſay, all 
new, with ſome Papers that have lately ap- 
peared in the London Courant: But further 
Reflection convinced me it would look too 
much like Vnpoſition, and putting new Wine 
into old Bottles, or new Cloth upon an old 
Garment. I conceive likewiſe (how phleghma- 


tick ſoever an Author may be eſteemed) that 


in /arge Books the Reader's Attention and Plea- 


fare is as liable to flag in peruſing, as the Wri- 


ters Ingenuity, Fancy, and Fire, in ſtudying 
and compoſing: And I have for this Reaſon, 
where the Nature of the Subject would ad- 
mit, much eſteemed the Manner of writing 
in ſhort Eſſays, ſuch as the Spectator, &c. 
Some may believe, that having ſaid ſo much, 
we have already exhauſted, and can now only 
diverſify the Subject. If a candid Peruſal 
_ 
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will not determine againſt this Suggeſtion, 1 

muſt, in the Reader's Judgment, be content 

to Rand condemned, as a Man who deals and 


delights in needleſs and unprofitable Tone 
titions, 5 | 


* 1 
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feat 2 
Mr. Cudworth's LE TH ER, &. 


* avails little, whether Mr. Cudworth's 
Intent was to engage me in a formal 
, Way, or only to confute my Doctrine: 
But why, in a publick Manner, did he 
ſingle me out, and give (for Want of Room 
in his firſt Letter) publick Expectation of 
writing on the Subject, unleſs he deſigned to 
engage me thereon? If my former e 
have cauſed him to diſcern the Difficulty of 
executing the Taſk, a free Acknowledgment 
would have argued his Candour much better 
than the Method he has taken. 

He charges me with ſerting out Wrong ; 
= but falls himſelf immediately into the ſame 
Err. My Error. lay, it ſeems, in aſſerting, 
That to allow every Divine Command is 
©. highly fit and reaſonable, is in Fact to bring 
© the Bible to the Bar of human Judgement: 
Why did Mr. Cudworth omit what followed, 
ſo to qualify theſe Expreſſions as to render 
them unexceptionable, viz. For, of this Truth 

and Fitneſs, the Reaſon of Man, to which 
B the 


. REMARKS 0 


; the Revelation is made, muſt in ſome 
© gree judge.” Read the -obole Paſſage, "ol 
tis eaſy to perceive what Reaſon there might 
be for the fiudied Partiality of his Citation: 
However, be pleaſed to hear him argue. 
If (fas he) Human Judgment was able to 
comprehend all the Reaſons of infinite Wiſ- 
dom, it would be qualified to be a Judge; 
but if, on the contrary, human Judgment 
cannot diſcern the Reaſons of many Things 
in Creation and Providence, it is moſt ſurely 
a very unfit Judge of Gop's Revelation; 
although I allow the Scripture is never to be 
underſtood in ſuch a Senſe as is contradic- 
tory, or evidently contrary to the Divine 
Perfections: That Revelation, in the very 
Terms, implies Ignorance in thoſe to whom 
it is ſent, Sc. Why does he talk about 
comprehending all the Reaſons of infinite 
Wiſdom, &c. when I no where contend for 
ſuch Sagacity of the human Judgment? What 
is this better than mere Sophiſtry and Amuſe- 
ment ? But to invert the Argument on him- 
ſelf: If human Judgment is able to diſcern 


La) 


a A A Aa 


A 


. ß 


home Reaſons of many Things, both in Crea- 


tion and Providence, it may alſo, in ſome De- 
gree, judge of Divine Revelation ; 3 eſpecaally 
as Revelation is peculiarly adapted to the In- 


ſtruction and Benefit of Man. Is there no 


Medium between knowing all Things in Cre- 


ation and Providence, and fark abſolute Igno- 


rance? Or why does he blame me, when the 


latter Part of 515 own Expreſſions, cited above, 
hold 
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Mr. Cudworth's Letter, c. 3 
hold forth the /ef-/ame Doctrine he has con- 
demned me for? If Mr. Cudworth will not 
underfland Scripture, contrary to the Divine Per- 
feftions, and as Truth and Error have their 
diſtinguiſhing Marks, in what Manner, I 
ſhould be glad to know, but by the Exerciſe 
of human — can he make any Uſe of his 
own Rule (which indeed is the fame as mine) 
to reject the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation, 
and many other abſurd Tenets. That there 
may in Religion be ſome Myſtery, I have fre- 
_ quently allowed; but *tis our Duty to beware, 
leſt we embrace Abſurdities under fo \ſpecious 
and prevailing a Sanction: And human Fudge- 
ment, cavil as long as we pleaſe, muſt in eme 
8 be our Guide. 

Leet us next attend Mr Cuduurths Diſtinc- 
tion on the Point. Ve become (he thinks) 
Learners rather than Judges. Mere Amuſemen: 
again! Wherein is the Contrariety or Diſſo- 
nance between Learning and Judging; or why 
may not both belong to one and the /ame 

Peron, at the ſame Time? The Proof is eaſy; 
for, if we do not in ſome Degree judge of 
what! is propoſed for our Inſtruction, we may 
as ſoon embrace Error as Truth, Even in 
the early Years of Life, that Tutor who con- 
veys Inſtruction aright, endeavours to 7mpreſs 
the rational Faculty, in Proportion to its Ma- 
turity and Strength, as well with he Reaſon of 
Things, as with Things themſelves; otherwiſe 
we are training up Parrots, rather than rea- 
* Creatures. Vet tis certain, that both 
e * 
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in Nature and Revelation, to make a Diſcovery 
may require much more Sagacity, than merely. 
to apprehend or underſtand it, when tis made. 


Revelation no doubt ſuppoſes, and was given 


zn Aid of Man, in a State of Ignorance but. 
that muſt be a range Revelation indeed, which 
leaves Man ignorant and wretched as it finds. 
him; or he that endeavours to make no ſolid 
Judgment of Revelation will acquire little Ad- 
vantage by it. Tis true, Gop cannot deceive, 
but 'tis equally demonſtrable Man may; and 
where the Scriptures are only an outward Re- 
velation, that has journeyed through a Multi- 


plicity and Variety of Hands, ſome none of 


the beſt, the Danger of Error, Obſcurity, 
and Adulteration muſt have 'been great. 
Mr. Cudworth obſerves, ' that © If we pay a 
due Regard to the Fitneſs of Things, we 
ſhall become Learners rather than Judges, 
and allow Gop to act according to Reaſons 
as much above our Comprehenſion, as his 

Wiſdom is beyond ours, I believe the Want 
of ſuch a reaſonable Allowance is, in ſome 
Meaſure, the Cauſe of ſo many Diſputes; 
which, as far as I can ſee, is no more an 
Argument againſt the Perſpicuity of. the 
Bible, than it 1s againſt the Perſpicuity = 
Rig ht and Wrong, Virtue and Vice. 

"Tis a Miſtake to imagine, that to judge of 
Divine Revelation implies any thing aſſuming ; 
no, 'tis a Duty conſiſtent with Humility, and 
eſſential to Virtue and Happineſs, The Queſ- 
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tion between Mr. Cudorth and me is not as he 


has 
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Mr. Cudworth's Letter, &c. e 5 
has dextrouſly /hifted it; whether ſome, but 


all our Diſputes are owing to a Want of Hu- 
mility? Learned and humble Men, of differing 


Perſuaſions, who have with equal Veneration 


held and extolled the Bible as the ſure Word 


of God, have differed extremely in the Manner 
mentioned in my former, about the Doctrinals 


of the Bible; while at the ſame. time, with 
much leſs Study and Enquiry, in thoſe funda- 
mental Rules and Maxims on which moral 


Virtue proceeds, and is founded, they have 
ter fectly, and with great Unanimity agreed: 


And therefore, either the Bible, as it now 
fands, has not the Perſpicuity contended for, 


or ſeveral Doctrines, eſteemed Fundamentals 


in Chriſtianity, are only the Impoſitions and 
Traditions of Men. 1 1 


The next Thing I am charged with, is an 
Expreſſion uſed in the Courant, of Friday, 


Fanuary 23, 1747; where I obſerved, © He 
©. who directs his Behaviour both towards Gop 
* and Man, according to the beſt of his intellec- 
* tual and moral Powers, will, on my Prin- 


© ciples, obtain everlaſting Life. Theſe 
Words Mr. Gudworth had remarked on in his 


former; and becauſe J had as it were paſſed 
over his Animadverſions in Silence, he has re- 
peated his Complaint, and obliged me to ſhew 
the Inſufficiency of his Arguments. Firſt then, 


J am here alſo oo partially cited: Let me give 
it as it ought to be, viz. I have no Intent 


* to injure or diſguſt any Chriſtian, nor have 


© I knowingly taught any diſcouraging Doc- 


* trines, 
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© trines, He that directs his Behaviour both 
towards Gop and Man, according to the 
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ſo to think; and to diſquiet ſuch a Perſon - 
or Society is true Chriſtian Charity. 
As this ample Citation wears a better Aſpect, 
i _ fo Mr. Cuduorth's Zeal againſt it may here- 
5 after be no Myſtery, when it ſhall appear, that 
he himſelf is the Perſon that maintains this 
vain Syſtem I have endeavoured to explode. 
I have been reaſoning with People who are 
in continual Terror of being deſpoiled of what 
they ſeem to have no proper Title to, viz. Sal- 
vation, upon ſuch amazing Will &th' Wiſp Prin- 
ciples, as can give them o more than imagi- 
nary, romantick Aſſurances of Salvation, The 
Doctrines of Election, and an abſolute Propi- 


© beſt of his intellectual and moral Powers, 

will, on my Principles, obtain everlaſting 
1 Life. If this be not ſatisfactory, or if any 
| Perſon has a higher Scheme, by which he 
Il; <* imagines himſelf exempted from an abſolute 
[l! © Neceflity of complying with moral Obli- 
1 © gation, tis a vain Syſtem that teaches him 
1 . 


#& a4 — — — 3 : 
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# tiation, teach us to believe, that this Beha- 
1 viour, according to the beſt of our Powers, is 
| of no Avail in Gop's Sight: Againſt 26zs I 
F therefore advanced that Poſition. Does Mr.Cud- 
f worth deny its Truth? No; but flies to a mere 
Subterfuge; and denies there are any ſuch Per- 
i | ſons, for that all Men are Sinners. If he 
RES means Sinners by Imputation, 1 deny his Po- 


fition; and refer him for Satisfaction to my 
Free and Impartial Thoughts on the Sovereignty = 
| We”, 
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V.. Cudworth's Letter, &c. 7 
of God, &c. If he means actual Sin in our 
own proper Perſons, excluſive in all Reſpects 
of Adam, I defire to know how he came to 
be thus aſcertained. It is evident to me, that 
nothing beyond a due Exerciſe of our own 
Powers will be required of us; and as Men, in 
their intellectual and moral Powers, are evi- 
dently diſparate, it follows I think, that the 
fame Afton may be charged as Sin to one Per- 
ſon, which cannot in Juſtice be ſo charged to 
another, In Times of Ignorance God winks, 
and requires of Man much or little, in propor- 


tion as he gives. As Gop has made us frail 


dependent Creatures, ſurrounded with many 
Infirmities and Temptations, it may be impro- 

able we ſhould always conduct ourſelves free 
from every Folly or Miſtake; and tw¾ould 
therefore be highly abſurd to imagine, a good 
Being not diſpoſed to make kind Allowances 
to human Nature, under ſuch Circumſtances. 
But yet I ſee no Neceflity for a ſingle Perſon, 
much leſs for all Men to be Sinners. Does 
Gop require Impoſſibilities? If he does not, 
then it is in the Power, becauſe it is made the 
Duty of every Man to abſtain from Sin. If 
Adam had rightly employed his intellectual and 
moral Powers, he had never fell. Duty and 
Impoſſibility, which a wiſe and gracious Gon 
has ever kept.aſunder, weak preſumptuous Man 
ſhould never join together, Nor is what the 


Deity requires as Duty from Man, to be con- 


ſidered as a mere Poſſibility, practicable only 
upon carrying continually every Power and 


Faculty 
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Faculty of the Soul to its utmoſt Extent as 
Stretch; but ſomething more reaſonable and 
mild, and eafier to be attained, laying further : 
within the Verge of our own Powers. 

In the next Place, the Unfairneſs of Mr. Cd. 


worrbes Manner of reducing my Doctrine of 
Salvation to an Impoſſibility, will fully appear 
from this; that though I teach Salvation to be 
attainable for the Reaſons, and on the Terms 
abovementioned, yet this is only @ Part, and 


not the Whole of my Doctrine of Salvation; of 


which Mr. Cudworth could not be ignorant. 


 Repentance and Amendment, as well as the Bet 


Dye of our intellectual and: moral Powers, are 


alſo Conditions to which Gop has promiſed to 
give eternal Life, The Bible holds forth the 


fame Doctrine as I have done, and may as 
reaſonably be blamed, where it only mentions 
our Obligations to keep the Divine Law pure 
and inviolable, and takes 20 Notice of Repen- 
tance and Amendment. The right Exerciſe 
of our intellectual and moral Powers is practi- 

cable, and will intitle us to the Divine Favour 


and Regard; but ſhould we fail in our Duty, 


Repentance and Amendment is another Me- 
thod, by which the Divine Favour may be „e- 
cured, Tt is better not to fail at all; but 
ſhould we err, Repentance is, under this Cir- 
cumſtance, a right Uſe of our intellectual, as is 
Amendment of our moral Power. I hat Gon 
ſhould receive Man in both Ways, is not only 
the Voice of Reaſon, but the conſtant and re- 


peated Language of Revelation: And this leads | 


. Cudworth's Lattirg &c. 9 


me to conſider another Thing Mr. Cudworth 
_ urges againſt me, vi. That if I can prove 
< Gop will forgive Sin without a Propitiation, 
© I ſhall do more than has ever yet been done: 
And as he cannot find, ſo now he deſires I 
would < cite the Page where ſuch. Proof is to 
© be found, If, he cannot find fomething 
like it in T/ be Defence of the Vindication, eſpe= 
cially about Page ꝙ to 24, I muſt have wrote 
or he have read to a poor Purpoſe. The Doc- 


trine of Forgiveneſs upon Full Satisfaction 
made, ſeems to be a Contradiction in Terms. 


= If one Perſon pays a Debt for another, how | 


is the Debt forgiven? Can we receive what 
we demand, and freely forego it at the ſame 
Time? The Doctrine of an abſolute Propiti- 
ation, or vicarious Sacrifice, muſt needs be 
repugnant to the true Notion of forgiving: Tis 
very odd, that Gop ſhould have no Right in 
Point of Juſtice, or (if he has Right) no In- 
clination to be reconciled to his erring Creatures, 
on the Terms of Repentanee and Amendment; 
but that poor Man, as well for the leaſt as the 
greateſt Sins, muſt undergo eternal Suffering, 
unleſs an innocent Perſon ſuffer in his Stead 
Pains and Griefs equal thereto: This, to uſe 
Mr. Wilſen's Words, ſeems too ſhocking to be 
remarked on. He that pays this Debt by ſuf- 
fering (having diſcharged Gop's Demand on 
the Criminal) muſt in Point of Juſticerequire 
of the Sinner the ſame Satisfaction as Gop 
before did; and fo there muſt be an infinite 


2 9 of ſuffering Perſons; or the fir 
C bleeding 


10 REMARK S on 


Bleeding Surety, to whom the Debt is transfer d; 7 
1 muſt have it in his Power entireſy to remit the 
Tranſgreſſion; and this will be as good Rea- 
ſon why Deity himſelf might at the firſt} ori 
Repentance and Amendment, have adjuſted 
the Account, without requiring any other ot 
better Satisfaction. And I humbly inſiſt, that 
| as Contrition, Repentance and A nendment, To 
| - the beſt, ſo tis the only hel, n a penitent 
Sinner can make; and the Bible frequently 
repreſents Gop inviting Sinners to partake of 
his Mercy on theſe Terms. It is mere trifling 
to go about to excuſe the Juſtice of God, by 
alledging, that Chriſt voluntarily offered him- = £ 
ſelf a Victim. If Gop required ſuch Satis9 6 
faction as none but the Innocent could pay, our 
Saviour's ſubmitting himſelf, can never palliate 
the Folly and Cruelty of ſuch an arbitrary 
Requifitron ; and the Merit will all center in 
the Bounty and Benevolence of the fuffering 
Perſen + Not in God, whom this Doctrine re- 
preſents as rigid, arbitrary, and unrelenting. 
Here the great Mr. Pickering halts, and can- 
not get forward; and here 1 believe will the 
1 ableſi Supporters of this Syſtem be reduced to 
|. zrretrievable Toſs. If Puniſhment be on the 
$ Veracity of God's Threatning due to Sin, the 
q Puniſhment can "ny. fall and be inflicted on 
x the Sinner, 
R Further: To an Eternity of Miſery, no Sub 
fering underwent in Time, ſeems to be equi- 
i valent. Let the Innocent ſuffer for me a 
5 whole Day, in Point of Intenſeneſs (to the 
B | Degree 
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Degree of Pain to which I may be ſentenced) 
as 1000/. to 1, this Suffering can only be Sa- 
tisfaction for me for 1000 Days. Things 
done by an infinite Being, may be erroneouſly 
ſuppoſed to be infinite. Man is the Work- 
manſhip of Gop, yet he is a finite Being. 
The Divine Power in all Poſſibles can never 
be ſo bounded, as not to be able to riſe higher 
and higher in its Operations; yet tis impoſſible 
it ſhould produce any thing equal to itſelf. 
If Gop's Infinity does not make his own 
Works infinite, *tis impoſſible the infinite Glory 
of his Perſon ſhould raiſe the Act of another 
to Infinity. Suppoſe, what is impaſſible, that 
Gop could ſuffer; yet ſuffering, no more than 
daing, or acting, cannot poſſibly be infinite. 
Make the Diſproportion between another's ſuf- 
fering and ours, in Point of Intenſeneſs, ever 
ſo great, and Time will adjuſt them, and pre- 
{ent ta our View an Eternity of Pain wnatoned 
for; wherefore, according to the Doctrine of 
eternal Puniſhment for Sin, another's ſuffer- 
ing in our Stead, ſeems to be fo far from being 
a full Satisfaction, that, comparing Spirituals 
with Temporale, there is not a Mite paid in 
the Pound. Suppoſe the Surety ſuffered a 
Thouſand Times deeper than he did, yet twill 
bear no more Proportion to the Debt, than a 
ſingle Grain of Sand to the whole Globe. 
This Argument is no Affront to Deity, or 
Diminution of his Glory; but eſſential to his 
Honour and Majeſty : And therefore be Chri/f 
Gob, or a Creature, it can be na Robbery of 

. him. 
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him. Moſt of theſe Points, and many others 


here untouch'd, are, in Free and Impartial 
Thoughts, and the Defence of the Vindication of 
Mr. Foſter, more fully diſcufſed. 150 
In the laſt Place, Mr. Cudworth aſſures me, 
That he holds the Doctrines of Election and 
* the Fall in no Senſe contrary to the Divine 
© Perfections,* This is eaſier affirmed than 
proved; and the warmeſt Calvuiniſt that don't 
boggle to believe there are now in Hell Infants 
not a Span long, has the ſame good Opinion 
of his Principles. I believe Mr. Cudworth 


may be modeſtly challenged to reconcile the 


Imputation of Adam's Sin to us (on any right 
Principles whatever) to the unchangeable Rec- 


ritude and Perfections of Deity, Very lately 


I had an Opportunity to hear Mr. Cudworth + 
preach; and I do eſteem his Doctrine hetero- 
dox; He maintains (if I do not miſtake) 
the Doctrine of Election, and did in Subſtance 
affirm, that though a Child of Gop, offend- 
ing againſt the Laws of human Society, might 
juſtly be blamed and puniſhed thereby, yet 
*twas 10 Sin in Gop's Eſtimation, who always 
beholds the Sins of the Elect through Tejas, 
the great Propitiation, and is always well 
pleaſed with them in him, If this be not p- 
pofing the Bible; a vain Syſtem, giving Li- 
cenſe to Sin, and ſapping the Peace and Wel- 
fare of human Society, by depriving it of a 
grand Support and Corner-Stone of Happi- 
neſs, viz. the Fear of Gop, as a Puniſher of 
Sin hereafter, I know nothing that is: And 

” the 


„ 
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the Doctrine of Sinning, that Grace may 


abound, to magnify Chriſt's Merits, may 
be infallibly grafted on this zupure Stock. I 
am afraid Mr, Cudworth ſuppoſes, that by 
receiving and beheving in Chriſt, a Man is juſ- 


tified from all his Sins, paſt, preſent, and ta 
come, Something like this has the Ignorance 


and Ranteriſm of Enthuſiaſm produced, to 
diſturb Mankind. But Reaſon and the Bible 
teach better Things. St. Paul, enumerating a 
long Catalogue of Vices, and having, as I 
think, Hpecial Regard to ſome miſtaken Per- 
ſons of Mr. Cudworth's Principles, gives this 
Caution, * Let no Man deceive you with vain 
Words, for becauſe of theſe Things (the 
* Evils he had mentioned) cometh the Wrath 
of Gop on the Children of Diſobedience:? 
And we are aſſured, he that commits Sin is 
the Servant of Sin. The Diſciples had believed in 


their Lord, and yet thus he beſpeaks them: 


If ye continue in my Word, then are you 
my Diſciples indeed. To ſuch as received 


him he gave Power, but did not in any 


Way oblige them 0 become the Sons of God. 
It is not only believing, but by © Patient Con- 
* tinuance in well doing that we ſeek aright 


* for Glory, Honour, Immortality, and eter- | 


© nal Life. The Scripture in many Places in- 
forms us not only of the Poſſibility, but Dan- 


ger of falling from Grace; nay, that ſome 


have grievouſly, if not finally apoſtatiſed. We 
are exhorted, in the Character of Believers, to 
* abſtain from fleſhly Luſts that war againſt 
| ©. the 
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= REMARK'S or . | 
* the Soul'. Mr. Cudworth teaches otherwiſe; 


That theſe Luſts are only hurtful in a worldly. 
or civil Capacity: And is the very Man who 


has taught an © Exemption from a Neceſſity 


* of complying with moral Obligation: I mean 
a Neceſlity in regard to future Happineſs; let 


him deny it if he can. 


I hope it now appears, /, That Mr. Cad. 


worth has condemned my Rule of judging of 


Divine Revelation, and ſet up for himſelf one 


that is preciſely the ſame; and ſo has contra- 


dicted bimſelf. adh, That he has greatly miſe 
repreſented me, and given that out to theWarld 


as the Whole of my Principles, in regard to at- 
taining Salvation, which his Eyes and his 


Conſcience muſt have informed him, as he pe- 
ruſed The Defence of the Vindication, were only 


a Part of my Principles. $dly, That inſtead 


of the Matter being merely ſuppoſed on my 


Part, his Doctrine of forgiving Sin on the 


Terms of an abſolute Satisfaction is eaſily re- 
ducible to an abſolute Contradiction: Not but 
the Blood of Chriſt was of great Value, and 
he certainly died in a great and good Senſe for 
the Benefit of Mankind. Theſe are ſome of 
my preſent Sentiments on the Subject. If 
N. Cudeoorth is deſirous to enter thoroughly 
into the Merits of the Argument, without ex- 
erciſing the Dexterity and Evaſion too much 


in vogue among Writers, more reſembling the 


Quirks of a common Trickſter than the Can- 
dour becoming Lovers of Truth and ſound 


Arguers, I am ready in a more copious Way 
to 
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to give him all the Satisfaction which a fait 
Diſputant can reaſonably expect or deſire. In 


the mean time, let him exhibit his Principles 


into the World whenever he is pleaſed, from 


the little I have already obſerved, if they turn 
out either eligible or defenſible, I ſhall acknow= 
ledge myſelf to have been exceedmgly miſtaken. 


4 


FREE EXAMINATION 


OF 


Mr. CUDwoRTH's Free Thoaghts, &c. 


R. Cudiworth having been pleaſed to en- 


one of the publick Papers, will abundantl; 


juſtify my taking this Liberty with him. It 


may alſo beſides be remembered, that in re- 
ſpect to God's pardoning Sin on the Terms of 
Repentance and Amendment, in Oppoſition to 
the common Doctrine of an 1 
I was charged by Mr. Cudworth © with having 


. 


only merely ſuppoſed the Matter; and de- 
fired to cite the Page where I had done more 
than merely ſuppoſed it. Now *tis obſerva- 

_— ble, 


ter the Liſts againſt me by Name in 
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ble, that though my Remarks on his acl 

Letter in the-Courant were pen'd ſome Weeks 
before his Free Thoughts appeared, yet thoſe 
Remarks refer him for Satisfaction to the very 
Part of The Defence of the Vindication. from 
which Mr. Cugworth has extracted ſeveral 
Paſlages nearly, if not guife verbatim; and 
ſtated and endeavoured to anſwer them as Ob- 
jections: Nay, his Title Page calls them the 


Arongeſt Objections. How it agrees to call the 


fame Arguments mere Suppoſition in one Place, 
and the ffronge/t Objections in another, I do not 
apprehend: But as he was minded to write, a 
genteel Variation of Style was neceſſary ; be- 
cauſe to honour mere Suppo/ition with a ſtudied 


formal Anſwer, would be too great a Condeſ- 


cenſion. It's true, my Name in his Free Thoughts 
is no where mentioned, or my Writings formally 
cited, yet I am the Perſon principally attacked. 
1 have read his Book, with a Defire to be in- 

formed; though I own myſelf to have been 
more perplexed to underſtand, than to confute 
it. I have endeavoured to be as clear as poſ- 
ſible, and to paſs over nothing that is either 
new or material, or that has not been anſwer- 
ed in the Preface to theſe Papers, and Remarks 


on his ſecond Letter in the Courant; both of 


which were wrote before Mr. C udwart 8 Free 
Thoughts appeared. 

When this Gentleman was firſt pleaſed to 
give Expectation of inſtructing the Publick on 
theſe important Points, I being apprehenſive of 


the Diſiculty he would find in executing the 


Taſk, 


Mr. Cudworth's Free Thoughts, &c. 17 
Taſk, made free, in a conciſe Manner, to 
point out the Way before him, and ſhew him 
the Neceſſity of ſpeaking clearly and diſtinctiy 
on certain Points there taken Notice of. Why 
he has not complied with a Requeſt in itſelf ſo 
expedient, may eaſily be judged. However, 
where he has ſtrove to hide himſelf in the 
Clouds of Sophiſtry, been too mercurial and 
ambiguous to be eaſily fixed, J have endea- 
voured to draw him forth to the Light, or 
cauſe him to ſpeak plainer hereafter. 

With all thoſe who deſire to think both 
rationally and reverently of the great Creator, 
and common Parent of Mankind, I ſincerel 
agree; but am ſorry to ſee the Doctrine of 
ere Will exalted to the Subverſion of every 
thing truly good and amiable in Deity; eſ- 
pecially by thoſe who ſet out with more en- 
gaging and juſtifiable Profeſſions. Having 
thus introduced the Debate, I now proceed 
to examine Mr. Gudworth's Arguments. 
In Page 5, Calviniſm is cenſured, if not 

condemned; but in other Places roundly aſ- 
ſerted. Page 6, he thus ſpeaks, © God no 
doubt brings all Things to paſs according to 
his Purpoſe, according to the Counſel of his 
own Will” And Page 10, © Each dictinct 
Moment of Time, and each Circumſtance 
in every Moment, has not only been beheld 
of God, in his eternal Wiſdom and infinite 
Knowledge, but alſo hath its diſtin& Re- 
ference to God's eternal Will and Decree; 
and no doubt he has eternally and unchange- 
BP: © * ably 


— 


* 


A A CY A "I 


[ A „ 


18 A Free Examination f 
© ably willed what is beſt and fitteſt in every 
* Moment of Time. And a again, that in 
conformity to this Plan, God has Em 
© to over-rule his Creature Man, Ge.“ 

My Remarks on Mr. Pickering's Sermon of 
March 1, being ſo exactiy ſuited to Mr. Cud- 
worth, he is referred to them; for neither the 
Confeſſion of Faith, or any thing beſides, can 
carry Calviniſm to a higher Pitch than the 
above Citations do: And at the Bottom of 
Page 6, and Top of Page 7, weare prefented 
with ſomething either very myſterious or con- 
tradictory to itſelf, and to the above Citations, 
As far as any thing i is aſcribed to God, evi- 
© dently repugnant to Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
< ſo far we may confidently aſſert his Procee- 
dings not underſtood or miſrepreſented, &c.” 
Again: It is unreaſonable for us, who are 
unable to comprehend either what God is, 
or how it becomes him to act agreeable to 
his own Perfections, and agreeable to the 
© Relation he ſtands in to us as Creator, Lord 
and Governor of the whole, to bring his 
© Actions to the Bar of our Judgment; be- 
< cauſe, unleſs we knew all Things as he does, 
we are incapable of being Judges. 

Thoſe who affirm Gop has ordained all 
Things, as they have, and ſhall hereafter fall 
out, and that he ever preſides, and ſometimes 
interpoſes to over-rule human Agency, in pre- 
ſervation of his own darling Plan, need be 
under no Concern leſt they ſhould miſtake his 


Proceedings, or apply to his immediate Di- 
Pa rection 
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rection and Approbation Events the moſt vile 
and I famous. It is true, in many Points we 
gught to ſubmit, and not exerciſe our Reaſon 
to the Arraignment of the Creator's Wiſdom; 
but this Pretence, in thoſe Who endeavour to 
make plain Matters obſcure, and to hide ab- 
ſurd Tenets under ſo ſpecious a Sanction, is 
merely begging the Queſtion, unbecoming the 
Honour of a Caſuiſt; for the Papiſt Cake 18 
as well ſerved by the ſame Plea: And there- 
fore Mr. Cudworth's. Attempt to deduce the 
Doctrines of Election and Reprobation (as, in 
Page 7. he has done) from ſuch vague Suppo- 
Itions, unſupported by Argument, mult be as 
unſucceſsful, as it is trifling and unfair. Does 
Man know. or underſtand any ſingle Thing 
fully as Gop does? If not, then we are, on 
this Writer's Principle, incapable to judge of 
any thing. But ſhould human Judgment in 
ſome plain Caſes be admitted, to ſuppreſs it in 
otbers, equally intereſting and obvious, would 
be Folly and Tyranny. If, we know what i is 
Juſtice, Truth, and Goodneſs in God, in re- 
ſpect to the Performance of his Promiſes; we 
muſt be equally aſcertained So good and holy 
2 Being will never impute the Sin of theGuilty 
to the Innocent; and paſs regardleſs by ſo pier- 
cing an Object of Pity, as an innocent Soul 
condemned to undergo eternal Tortures for the 
Sin of another, Here, as my Free and Im- 
partial Thoughts on the Sovereignty of God, &c. 
bear hard on Mr. Cudworth, and have never 
been anſwer'd, tis ſufficient to refer to them. 
5 2 — mo 
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If what has happened in every Moment of 
Time was eternally and unchangeably willed, 
then in many Inſtances Gop has prefer'd Evil 
to Good; nay, and has, according to my for- 
mer Remarks, ſought ſolemnly to deſtroy what 
he has unchangeably eſtabliſhed; which is 
putting his Conduct into a moſt blaſphemous 
View: And I on the contrary am of Opinion, 
that Gop, as he made Man a free and intel- 
ligent Being, willed him to employ all his 
Powers aright, and in Obedience to the Divine 
Law); and that he only permitted the Abuſe of 
theſe Powets, _ which is very different to what 
Mr. Cudivorth has unwarrantably affirmed. 
And it is worth our Notice, how (agreeable to 
my Remarks on Mr. Pickering 8 Sermon) 
Mr. Cudworth ſpeaks firſt of every thing that 
happens being an abſolute Certainty upon the 
Divine Plan; and of God's interpoſing to over- 
rule his Creature Man, ſo as to prevent his 
overthrowing Gop's Deſign, OR ACTING IN 
ANY SINGLE INSTANCE OTHERWTSE 
THAN HE HAS ACTED. 

What he brings (Page 8 and 9) from Mr. Gill, 
avails nothing: We allow, that neither Adam 
nor Judas felt any conſtraining Impulſe on their 
Wills; but this, if it proves any thing, 1s, 
that every Act of ours is not unchangeably 
fixed: But if every Event be unalterably de- 
termined, and that Gop may imperceptibly 
turn the Bias of a Man's Mind, and ſecretly 
over-rule his Actions, whereby though he 
thinks he cp himſelf (as Adam and Judas 

| might) 


n 
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might) to be yree, his Actions notwithſtand- 


ing, conſequent hereon, amount to an abſolute 
Fatality: The Queſtiog..not being what we 
may think of ourſelves, but how in Reality 
we are, and are actuated: And a Man upon 
this Principle may be a continual Cheat, My/- 
zery, and Impoſition on himſelf. © I need not 
ſay whom this Doctrine affronts and bafphemes, 


The Truth is, Mr. Cudworth dances back- 


wards and forwards, plays faſt and looſe in ſo 


odd and whimſical a Way, that tis hard to 


tell what he means, or would be at. One 
while we are tempted to think he holds Or- 
dination no further than this: © That as God 
© has made Man free, he has left him to the 
© free Exerciſe of his own Powers, and or- 
* dained his Weal or Woe accordingly :* Which 
by the way is not the Doctrine of Ordination. 


At other Times and in other Places you find 
him preaching up an abſolute and unchange- 


able Ordination of all Events, juſt as they 
happen 1) 2 wore ao 

He rightly admits, hat Fore-knowledge has 
710 Influence on any Event; but thinks © It would 
become the Wiſdom of God to act as he 
* does, though there was neither Fore-know- 
© ledge nor Decree,' If this be meant of every 
Event, tis the ſame in Doinc, asDEcREEING, 


abſurd and contradictory. 


He that entirely excludes an actual Provi- 
dence from our World, is much miſtaken ; 
and he that makes Gop the Bringer about of 
every foohiſh, wicked, and trifiing Event, many 
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of which. cannot with any Deceney be "Tee 
ſolved into any thing but a — and wan+ 
ten Abuſe of our own Liberty and Powers, runs 
into à very ſtrange and oppoſite Extream. 
And here ſuffer me to give an Inſtance of 
Mr. Cuduurtb's quaint : Way of Reaſening, 
though it be in a Caſe not immediately affect- 
ing me: To fay (ſays he, Page 12.) thit God 
* -fore-knew the Things that would certainly 
be, and at the ſame Time might hinder them 
from being, is a direct Contradiction: When 
the Op3ecToR, as Mr. Gudworth: muſt be 
ſenſible, means quite another Thing; and 
would otherwiſe have expreſs'd it, viz. As 
< Gop on the preſent Plan foreknew. how the 

* wicked Man, if left to his Liberty, would 
* freely act; he might have prevented it. 
Will this Writer deny his Power to have done 
it? His Way of fixing Contradictions on his 
Neighbour s Principles is by an unfair Subſtitution 
of what they do not fay or maintain, inſtead 
of what they do. . 8 Fore- knowledge > of 
the preciſe Manner in which Man would thaſe 
to act, proves no Inability in Deity to prevent: 
Though it was, no doubt, conſiſtent with his 
Wiſdom to ordain and do fomeThings, command 
and concur with ofhers, and permit many of the 
worittobe.” Tis plain to! meMr,Cudworth is either 
unequal to the Subject, or has endeavoured to 
perplex it. He is at full Liberty to make 

Citations from abler Writers than himſelf. 
The Cauſe of God and Truth is doubtleſs de- 


. 05 Support; yet as I love to ſee briſk 
Genius 8 
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Genius's proſper, give me leave to ſay, a few 
Pages of a Locke or a Clark, well underſtood; 


will enable us to 771k and reaſon, enlarge our 


Apprehenſions, ſhew us the Nature of Faith 


and Reaſon, and how they unite in forming a 


Religion, both rational and Divine, much bet- 
ter than poring over a Thouſand dull Volumes. 


To diſmiſs this Part, . there are either ſtrong 


Marks of his not underſtanding the Subject, 
or ſuch a ſtudied Obſcurity in his Words, as 
leavesRoom for Evaſion, and adhering to which 
of the double or treble Senſes he may ſee meet 


(Sacheverell like) to prefer bereafter. Tis 


often difficult to fix the Argument; tis here, 
and there, and no where: If it favours, he ad- 
vances boldly; when a Difficulty is near, he 
retires as dextrouſly; and plays at Bo. hecß be- 
hind the Clouds. And in reſpect to the Aſ- 
ſemblies Confeſſion of Faith, tis plain he ſeems 
oth to leave, and afraid to retam it; and here 
(as was once ſaid by a Wit on another Occa- 


ſion) he reſembles an Aſs mumbling a Thiſtle, 


without having either the Courage to ſwallow | 
it, or the Senſe to lay it down. | 


We come now to Page 15, where our Au- 


thor enters upon, and endeavours to account 


A 


_ 


* 


for the Doctrine of Original Sin; the Subſtance 
of which is, That God, as he ſees fit, has 


a Right to diſpoſe every Rank of Beings; 
and none have Reaſon to complain, unleſs 
they are, without their own Default, in a 
worſe Eſtate than not being at all; and tho 


upon the Fall, God has ſeen fit to bring 
* Adam's 
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« Adam's Poſterity into the fame fallen State 
and Condition with their firſt Parents, yet 
if (all Things conſidered) they are not thereby 


* 


become worſe than not to be at all, there is 
© no juſt Ground of Complaint from their 
< being ſo diſpoſed of. 

The Reader may remember, that in a few 
| ſhort Reflections on Mr. Cudworth's firſt Leit- 

ter in the Courant, I urged the Arbitrarineſs 
and Injuſtice of imputing the Guilt of Adam's 
Sin to "his Poſterity. Tis now plain Mr. Cud- 
worth was ſenſible of the Pinch; and one 
would think he had travelled to Sr. Omers, or 
ſome other wretched Repoſitory of Evaſion, to 
prepare himſelf for the Combat. 

He ſeems afraid to ſay Gop imputes this 
Guilt to us; but calls it (according to the mo- 
dern Fineſſe, which grows every Day more 

aſhamed of theſe Principles) Bringing us into 

the ſame fallen State and Condition with Adam: 
Which is juſt the /ame Thing. 

We allow Gop has a Right to appoint the 


Condition of any, and every Rank of Beings ; 


and that having done this in the Creation of 
Man, he will not, unleſs their Demerits be 
the Cauſe, interpoſe, to make their Condition 
miſerable; at leaſt, in the Caſe before us, he 
would not arbitrarily i impute the Guilt of Adam 
to all his Poſterity. The Act in itſelf is evi- 
dently arong; contrary to our beſt and brighteſt 
Ideas of the Divine Being and Perfections: 
And if we cannot judge in this Caſe, we can 


pronounce with Certainty in one: Gop may 
do 


1 oe on i. —_— —y — —_ _—_ 
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h Evil, be falſe and treacherous, or any thing 
you pleaſe, Nor will the Words (all Things 
_ confidered) which Mr. Cudworth, in his abun- 
dant Care, has provided as a Retreat, in the 
leaſt help his lame Cauſe. It is one Thing to 
have placed Man lower at the firſt, and ano- 
ther to impute a Guilt he never contracted; 
and the ſame Arguments which prove it would 
have been unjuft in Gop to have created Adam 
in a State of Miſery, prove alſo the abſolute 
Unjuſtneſs of imputing the Guilt of his Sin to 
us. To impute the Sinner's Guilt to the Inno- 
cent 1s either juſt or unjuſt: If the latter, Gon 
will never do it; if the former, there's no- 
thing amiſs or evil in it; we have no Manner 
of Demand on Gop for a Recovery, and Men 
are at full liberty to proceed in the ſame inno- 
cent Manner with each other: And ſurely, 
on the Principle of Election and Preterition, 
which (if Mr. Cudworth can be underſtood) 
ſeems to be his Principle, being under the Sen- 
tence of eternal Miſery for the Sin of another, 
which Gop will execute on many, and juſtly 
might on all, is, upon the whole, abundantly 
| worſe than Non-exiſtence. To ſay Gop does 

Evil that Good may come of it, is affronting 
his Power, and placing him below a good Man, 
J here alſo refer to Free and Impartial Thoughts 
on the Sovereignty of God, &c. and am of 
opinion, my Opponent ought to ſpeak more 
plain and pertinently to the Subject, or lay 
down his Pen, and retire into Silence, 


E — We 
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þ We meet with nothing worthy N otic till 
the Bottom of Page 17, where he obſerves, 


ning and Curſe be according to Truth, and 
if God's Mercy and Compaſſion appear in 
this Caſe, it muſt not be expected to be by 
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tence, but by providing a Way of Eſcape in 
« the Seed of the Woman. 

Anfſ: He would do well to conſider FU 
ſpiritual Meaning of the Word Death, as uſed 
in the Bible, and the inuard Sufferings which 
Sin brings on the Soul of the Tranſgreſſor. 


cuting the Puniſhment on an innocent Perſon, 


ſurely to be conſidered, that if the Divine 
Juſtice lands engaged to accompliſh the Divine 


THREATNED, puniſh the Sinner; not afflict 


Threatning. 
„Our Adverſaries * t ſeem to be enough 


contained in the Bible are generally conditional ; 
be poſitive, it muſt be performed to the Per- 


mance depends on our Compliance with the 


If it was needful to guard the Tree of Life 
with a Threatning and Curſe, if thatThreat- 


falſifying his Word, in not executing Sen- 


But to me it ſeems (admitting Mr. Cudworth's 
Notion true) that Gop's Word was as much 
falſified, and his Juſtice more violated in exe- 


than if he had never executed it at all. It ought 


Threatning, Ir MUST DO .WHAT. 18 


the Innocent: A Thing quite oppofite to the = 


ſenfible, that the Promiſes and Threatnings 


and Truth aſſures us, If a Promiſe of Gop 


I ad 8 1 1 2 py 


fon it is made to: If conditional, its Perfor- 


Terms annexed thereto; and theſe Conditions 
may 


may be ſometimes implied and intended, tho 
not expreſſed. The Caſe of Nine veb I take 


tence paſſed on Adam, may not have been in 
ſome Degree the ſame, might puzzle a Jeſuit 
to prove. On the other hand, if a Threat- 


is threatned: If conditional, our Behaviour 
may avert it; as was often the Caſe formerly. 
And as a poſitive Promiſe made to a good Per- 


| neither oughta Threatning pronounced on an evil 
Perſon, to be executed on one that is righteous 


and innocent. Should the ingenious Conceit of 


ga famous modern Writer be admitted, viz. 
= That Governments are to be conſidered as moral 
Agents, we may ſuppoſe that when the E. of 
K——— was under Sentence of Death, an 


his own Life in the other's Stead ; publick Fu- 


taking away a Life uſeful and innocent, to 
preſerve one noxzous and guilty, would be in- 
verting, inſtead of executing Juſtice : Yet the 
Interceſſion of ſuch valuable Subjects, joined 
to the Penitence of the Criminal, may in ſome 
Caſes be Reaſon ſufficient to remit the Sen- 
tence, or ſoften it into ſuch inferior Puniſh- 


meet. 
Was Gon to ſuffer his a Creatures 
to proceed with the utmoſt and moſt daring 


"2 vine, 
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to have been of this Sort; and why the Sen- 


ning be pofitrve, it muſt be executed where it 


ſon, will never be confer'd on a bad one, ſo 


innocent and good Subject might freely tender 


ice I fancy would be apt to tell him, that 


ment, as the Wiſdom of Government ſees 


Contempt of all Laws, both human and Di- 
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vine, without ever blaming or puniſhing, it 
would be very negligent and ſupine, and wo | 
unjuſt to himſelf and his own Autbority: 

fuch a God of all Mercy J have not any RP 
contended, While the Doctrine I oppoſe, in- 
ſtead of anſwering the noble Ends pretended, 

and of Gop's threatning, viz. reclaiming or 
puniſhing the Sinner, to diſcountenance Sin, 
entirely ſubverts it; and affords, an inexbau- 
flible Source of Encouragement to pleaſe our- 
ſelves 1 in all Things. 

He that affirms Gop may juſtly puniſh the 
leaſt Deviation from his Law with everlaſting 
Miſery and Diſtreſs, and that'tis more to the 

Glory of his Perfections ſo to do, than receive 
to favour on true Repentance and Amend- 
ment, ſeems altogether as far from Truth, as he 
that denies a future Puniſhment for thoſe who 
have hardened themſelves againſt the Day of 
Grace, and ſinned themſelves into the 5 ob- 
durate and adamantine Impenitence. 
Me think it impoſſible there ſhould in Gop 
be any ſuch Juſtice as muſt diſpoſe, or rather 
bind him to puniſh eternally the leaſt Breach 
of his Law, or afflict the Innocent to the 
ſame Amount. Upon the returning Sinner it 
would be extreme ſevere: Upon the Innocent, 
an entire Act of Cruelty. To ſay thus of Gop, 
as it repreſents him very weak or very unkind, 
borders hard upon Blaſphemy. But if we 
once admit the Reaſonableneſs of Gop's par- 
doning the ſmalleſt Offence, on the Terms of 
Repentance and Amendment, it may be hard 
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to ſelect an Inſtance, wherein it may not be 
as reaſonably allowed; except in ſome particu- 
lar and flagitious Caſes. We read the Prayer 
f @ righteous Man avails much; and in the 
Caſe of Abraham interceding for Sodom, 
we ſee the Efficacy of it: But yet tis 
bounded; for although Gop by Degrees 
condeſcended to ſo ſmall a Number as five, had 
there been ſo many righteous Perſons found 
in it, he, on the Requeſt of Abraham, would 
have ſpared the City: But not merely on his 
Interceſſion, without Regard to ſomething in 
the Place alſo inducing. Of thoſe ſtiled righ- 
teous and good Perſons, there are and have been 
of various Degrees, whoſe Intercefſion with 
Deity may, poſſibly, have 1% or greater Effect, 
according as they ſtand higber, or lower, in his 
Eſteem: But in the Son of his Love, he hath 
more eſpecially and emphatically declared himſelf 
to be well pleaſed, and commanded us to hear him: 
And though Gop, from a Principle of un- 
bounded Love, ſent Jeſus into the World, yet 
the inconceivable Dignity of his Station, the 
Humility and Submiſjjon wherewith he under- 
took, and endured all Things for our Sakes, 
makes no doubt his Interceflion with God for 
Man, of infinitely more Avail than theRequeſts 
of All the righteous Perſons, who ever did, or 
may hereafter live upon Earth, put together. 

And in this Way our Lord's Death and Inter- 
ceſſion, is as effectual to /abdue Sin, and avert 
God's Wrath, as can, on the Notion of a vi- 
Carious Sacrifice, be ſuppoſed ; tor even on this 
Scheme 
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Scheme of theirs final Impenitence and the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt will never be pardoned; 


and thus far will our Doctrine of a Saviour go. 


There are no other Crimes, but what, if a 


Man be contrite and penitent, may, through 


the Mercy of Gop, and a Regard to our 


Lord's Sufferings and Interceffion (in our Senſe) 
be forgiven: For there muſt be in the Object 


fomething inducing, otherwiſe a prophane, im- 


penitent Creature, would be as ſuitable for the 
Divine Regard, as one that fincerely bewails his 
Out-goings: And yet in many Caſes I doubt 


not, but thoſe Favours and Bleflings are im- 


parted to Man, on the powerful Interceſſion of 
our Saviour, which were it not on his Account, 
and for his Sake, it would be greater Pre- 
ſumption in us to aſk, And herein I think 
both the Love of the Father and Son appear: 
And herein, by the Appointment of ſo high 
and exalted a Perſon to plead our Cauſe, Is 
the Honour of Gop's Law, and the Glory 
of his Perfections, much better provided for, 
than in the Way we ſo zealouſly oppoſe.” 
For even at laſt, and after we have carried our 
Notion of Chriſt's Merits and Interceſſion as 
high as we can, 'tis, on our Principles, all con- 
ditional; and in Proportion to the great Grace 
and Condeſcenſion, both of Father and Son, 
will the Wickeaneſs, and conſequently the Pu- 
niſhment, of him who reſiſts and neglects them, 
be. 35 
If to communicate Happineſs was Gop's In- 
tent in Creation, a Deſire to reſtore fallen Man, 
to 


Mr. Cudworth's Free Thoughts, &c. 31 
to admoniſh, intreat, and excite, ſo long 
as there is any Reaſon or rational H, he, muſt 
needs be inſeparable to ſo good and gracious 
a Being; and 'tis on this Principle the Bible 
repreſents Gop as Long-ſuffering, flow to An 
ger, full of Mercy, and of great Kinaneſs : But 
that Bounds ſhould be ſet to his Mercy, the 
Honour of his Government requires; and it 
may even be deemed a Kind of Mercy to let 
ſome Perſons, of whom there can be no ra- 
tional Hope, abide under their preſent State of 
Guilt, rather than put it in their Power to in- 
creaſe both that and their Puniſhment, by re- 
fiſting freſh Offers of Grace; for every Time 
we thus rebell, our Guilt muſt needs be en- 
hanced. Hence it may be gather'd by ſome, 
that I had rather believe too much than too 
little, be very ſuperſtitious than very. prophane : 
And yet I fear not to examine - myſelf, or 
incite others to ſift my Writings with the niceſt 
Inſpection and Accuracy, It Mr. Gudworth's 
Notion of Divine ſuſtice were poſſible in it- 
ſelf, yet ill the Sinner could never, conſiſt- 
ent therewith, eſcape: For as Sin is not an 
Agent, but only the Act of an Agent, tis the 
Agent only that can be puniſhed; and there-, 
fore, if there be any ſuch Thing as Nonſenſe 
in the World, to talk of puniſhing the Sin 
diſtin} from the Sinner, bids fair for ho ſevere 
an Imputation, 

Mr. Cudworth, Page 1 19, proceeds, As one 
Command of the Law is not more out of 


© our Power, aſſiſted by Divine Grace, or 
2 < les 
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leſs reaſonable to be required than another, 
the Matter cannot be remedy'd by any Al- 
© lowance or Abatement, unleſs the whole : 
Law is abated ; which would be acting un- = 
reaſonably, and giving Licence to Sin-. | 
Anſ. The preceding Remarks may be 
thought Anſwer ſufficient to this; and both 
Reaſon and the Goodneſs of God aſſure us, 
that Man's Weakneſs by Nature, and ſtrong 
Bias to Folly, muſt either be allowed for, or 
graciouſly invigorated: If the former, it can- 
not be ſaid every one is a Sinner on this Ac- 
count; for under ſuch anmerited Imbecility and 
Depravation of Nature, what appears to ano- 
ther, or even in the Judgment of a /uſþicrous 
modeſt Conſcience, to be ſinful, may in reſpect 
to ſuch Perſons be otherwiſe judged of, and 
allowed for by him who governs the World in 
Equity: If the latter, if we are raiſed by 
Grace above Nature, the preceding State of 
Weakneſs being amply provided for, is quite 
out of the Queſtion, though perhaps tis ra- 
ther in the main, than in every Punctilio. We 
are expected to behave according to the beſt of 
our intellectual and moral Powers; at leaſt it 
ſeems reaſonable the Enjoyment of future 
Happineſs ſhould be placed on fuch moderate 
Terms: And yet, by not adhering to Divine 
Grace, the Frequency of our tranſgreſſing the 
Divine Law, and that we too often ſuffer our 
Propenſities to beguile and miſlead us, too 
many have Cauſe with Sorrow to bewail. 
Man's Duty to keep every Part of the _ 
only 
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8 only deducible from his Power ſo to do; yet 
ons Part, though commanded by the ſame 


Authority, is not of equal Importance, either - 


in itſelf or to us: Lying and Defrauding are 
not Sins of ſo black and deep a dye as Murder 


and Nlaſphemy. What is of the leaſt Moment 


may therefore be more eaſily diſpenſed with, 
abated, or paſſed by, than that which is grea- 
ter: Nor does it ſeem to follow, that if one 
Part of the Law is abated or paſſed by, zhe 
Whole as reaſonably might; as Mr. Cudworth 
very ſophiſtically inſinuates, for reaſon, I 
think, de does not. 

Where any Perſon knowingly and con- 


temptuouſly breaks any Part of the Law of 


Gop, his Compliance with other Parts, how 
ſpecious ſoever, can never be {ſuppoſed to ſpring 
from a true Chriſtian Principle of Obedience ; 
but where a ſincere Perſon, in Time of Weak- 
neſs and Temptation, falls into one Fault, and 
in a like future trying Seaſon into another, and 
repenteth ſincerely, each of theſe may in their 
Turns be forgiven; but abating ſometimes one 
and ſometimes another, is very different from 
abating the whole Law at once; as a Man who 
deviates in a ſmall Degree, and he who ſtudies 


to violate every Command that can poſſibly be 
enumerated, are extremely d:fferent from each 


other. Nor 1s the Power of Gop to forgive 


Sin in the leaſt inconſiſtent with his other At- 


tributes, but diſplayed in a thorough Con- 
ſiſtency with his Wiſdom and Goodneſs; which 
glorious Attributes we think our Adverſaries 

| 5 F Principles 
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Principles entirely deſtroy. Surely they for- 


et Gop's moſt reaſonable, unalienable Sway 
over, and Proprietorſhip in, the Works of his 
own Hands ; elſe they would never reaſon in 
ſo odd and low a Manner as they do. But 
after all, to abate a Part of the Law, or ex- 
empt from Obedience thoſe who are the proper 


Subjects of it, is one Thing: To forgive the 


Breach of it on Repentance and Amendment, 


quite another : To expect the former ſeems to be 


unreaſonable; to deny the latter unmerciful. 


He proceeds, Page 20. Again it is ob- 
* jected, that to repreſent God as denying 


Mercy to Repentance and Amendment, is 
to repreſent him as ſtrict and unrelenting,” 


To which Mr. Cudworth anſwers: * This Ob- 


© jection would have ſome Force with it, if, 
* as ſome have repreſented, it was one God 


tisfaction: But, as the Scripture teftifies, it is 


A A A A A 


the World unto himſelf, Sc. 
Anſ. This Scripture Account of the Matter 


is quite agreeable to our Principles laid down 


above. We grant God was in Chriſt reconciling 


the World, &c. but what has Mr. Cudworth, or 
any other Perſon who believes Satisfafion was 


required by one Perſon, and given by another, 


to do with this? Was not God angry, and did 


not Chriſt die to appeaſe this Anger? Is not 


here at leaſt a Gop angry, and another Perſon 
dying to ſatisfy his Juſtice? Mr. Cudworth ad- 


mits 


that was angry, and another that made Sa- 


the ſame God, againſt whom the Offence is 
committed, that was in Chriſt reconciling 
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mits the Objection would have Weigbt in it, &c. 
and we think *tis equally valid, whether Chriſt 
be conſidered as Gor or Creature, ſeeing it 
was one Perſon made the Demand; and another g 
who ſatisfied it. | 
He adds, Page 21, © That when a Crime 
© 1s committed, what remains 1s not the Ac- 
« tion 1tfelf, but the evil Conſequences of the 
Action, and the Guilt or a Debt to Juſtice 
I contracted by that Action; and it is no more 
© unjuſt to take Payment of this Debt from 
another that did not contract it, but offers 
© it voluntarily in behalf of the Contractor, 
© than it would be in caſe of Debt, Gc. 
Anſ. J fear we are often miſled by the 700 
frequent Uſe of the Terms Mercy and "Juſtice, 
conceiving the one to ſtand in greater Contraſt 
to the other than it really does; for, with re- 
ſpect to the Divine Being, both evidently | im- 
ply a Fitneſs and Propriety of Action or Be- 
haviour towards Man, according to the Cir- 
cumſtance he is under. What is fit and be- 
coming under one Circumſtance, may be n 
ſuitable to another: The ſame Reaſon which 
prompts to excuſe in fome Caſes,” may lead to 
puniſh in others; and both theſe, though they 
may be called Mercy and Juftice, being from 
the fame Source of unerring Wiſdom, 5 
If what Mr. Cudworth ſays be true, Pa lNx- 
TER'S Offer to ſuffer in the room af LoRD 
 Lovar, ought to have been accepted. We 
know the finful Act itfelf cannot be recalled 
by any Method; not even by a Sacrifice, any 
E2: EO, more 
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more than by Repentance and Ae 
And if Guile be, in the Nature of a Debt, as 


Mr. Cudworth obſerves, to be. paid by another, > 
it follows alſo, . ſuch Debt may be 3 for- 
given by the Creditor; wherefore this Appeal 
to worldly Cuſtom either proves nothing, or it 


proves 700 much, viz. That Gop (as a common 


Creditor forgives a Debt) may freely releaſe 


and abſolve the Sinner; and ſo the common 


Plea of fatisfying Divine Juſtice, n which 
alone the Propitiation ſtands, vaniſhes into Air. 


In Return for his Citations from Mr. Gill 


and Mr. Law, I beg leave to make a ſhort 
Extract from a learned Gentleman, eſpecially : 


as he ſuſtained formerly a Character like theirs : 
© ”Tis a Debt which another can no more pay 


for me, than the pooreſt Man alive can diſ- 
* charge a Demand on a Grandee for a Million 


Sterling: Becauſe tis ſuch a Debt as can only 
© be forgiven, or paid in a Coin peculiar to 


© the Contractor himſelf; which it is out of 


A 


the Power of any other Perſon either to ĩmi- 
tate or poſſeſs.“ 
His Note, Page 22, as it ſeems to be void 
of Argument, and mer ely calculated to amuſe 
and perplex a plain Caſe, deſerves little Atten- 


tion; but his next Page, by a new Paradox, 


or notable Diſcovery, makes ample Amends. 
He there gravely declares, That a Sinner, 


(and you may underſtand it of the leaſt Sin) 
* notwithſtanding all the Repentance and 
Amendment poſſible to be conceived, can 


* e—nn—on———' rk, Vol. I. Page 1. 


© never - 
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©. never become the proper Object of ad 8 
Approbation and Affection-. 


As the Sinner and the Penitent ſtand 3 in 45 
rect Contraſt to each other, Reaſon and Reve= 
lation both teach us to approve the - one, and 


cCondemn the other; and to produce every In- 


ſtance from Scripture. againſt ſo extravagant a 
Notion as Mr.Cudworth's,would be to tranſcribe. 
the major Part of the Bible, and at this Time of 


Y Day affronting the common Senſe of Mankind. 


Do but obſerve how prettily Mr. Cudworth's 
next Paragraph agrees with this: God can- 
* not but be pleaſed and approve, that hisCrea-- 
© tures ſhould act in ſuch a Manner as is evi- 
« dently right, and diſpleaſed with the con- 


© trary.” This is the full Senſe of his Words, 


abridged for the Sake of Conciſeneſs: And if 
Repentance and Amendment be evidently right 
in a Sinner, Gop muſt be pleaſed therewith, 
If this don t ſatisfy, be pleaſed to attend him 
in Page 24, oa he tells us, That as 


© being the Work of God's Hand, we are as 


; —_— the Objects of his Care, Love, Ap- 
* probation, and Affection, when we act 
* wrong, as when we act right,” Tis too 

low and ſelt- contradictory to admit of being 


_ reaſoned upon: Compare it with the foregoing, 


and it may appear from what Quarter of the 
Town the next Edition ought to be dated. 
Surely the Scripture Becauſe thou thoughteſt I 
was ſuch an one as thyſelf I will reprove thee, 


18 e to * a Writer. 


Page 
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| Phe 25 and 26, he prefers,” or . the | 


_ Cauſe of the Un god ly. According to Revela-' 


tion (it ſeems) God is pleaſed to account his 
Enemies the proper Objects of his Favour; 
and this becauſe while we were yet Sinners Chrift 
died for us. But this Writer ought to have 
di Aunguiſsel between an Ohject of Gop's Ap- 


probation, and an Object of his Pity - The 


former is the good Man; the latter the ungodly, 


for whom Chriſt died: Yet bath the Work 


manſhip of Gop's Hand. 


At the Bottom of Page 26, Mr. Cutworth 
obſerves, * He that pays a Debt for another 
* has a Right to releaſe or retain the Debtor, 
as he pleaſes: And God, having ſatisfied Bis 
own Juſtice by a Propitiation, has a Right 
© to forgive or impute Sin, 1 or CONGETIING 
as he pteaſes.” i 
- Anſ. Upon our Prindipts 7 God's Ret in 
Chriff reconciling the World unto hiniſelf, he has 
a Right to releaſe or retain as he pleaſes. | On 
Mr. Cudworth's, quite otherwiſe. If he that 
pays a Debt for another has a Right to releaſe 
or retain, the ſame Right muſt inbere in the 
original Creditor. To fay Gop has fatisfied 


La) 


his own Juſtice, is affirming, that the ſame 


Supreme Being had a Demand on himſelf, 
and made Satisfaction to himſelf: But if Chriſt 
has made Satisfaction, *T1s HE (according 
to Mr. Cudworth) and NOT Gop, has the 
Right to releaſe or retain. 

By what follows, Page 27, it looks as 


— Mr. Cudroortl believed this Satisfaction 


conditional. 
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conditional. He ought to be leſs equivocal, 
and explain whether in his Judgment Chriſt died 
for all Men, or for a Part only; or whether 

| his Sufferings were equal to the Hell due to 
the Sins of the whole World. The Author. 
of the Preſbyterian Dream, &c. has a Right 
to be better ſatisfied on this Head. [As This. 
Book ſpeaks ſomewhat in favour of my 
Writings, ſome have concluded it to be mine; 
but I aſſure them I neither wrote or ſaw one 
 Syllable of it, till it made its Appearance in 
On Mr. Cudiworth's Principles, thoſe who. 
receive theAtonement, that is, believe in Jeſus, 
may do what they pleaſe, /n as they liſi; their 
Tranſgreſſions have all been atoned for, and a 
righteous God will never charge the ſame Debt 
fapice: If this be not entirely abſoluing the 
Sinner without Puniſhment, and giving much 
greater Licence to Sin, than by Turns, on Re- 
pentance and Amendment, abating, or rather 
pardoning ſome Breaches of the Law, I know. 
nothing that is. | 2 We 
| We allow of both Juſtice and Mercy, diſ- 
penſed to their proper Objects: "Tis exceeding 
firange, theſe Gentlemen either cannot or will 
not ſee, that one is diſplayed in pardoning' the 
Penitent, the other in puniſhing the Impenttent : 
The Thing ſpeaks for itſelf, The ſame Reaſon 
and Revelation which tell us God will not clear 
the Guilty, aſſure us, he will not puniſh the In- 
nocent:: But the Doctrine we oppoſe makes 
him 49 both. What Mr, Cudieorth, in Page 28, 
. means, 
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means, by the entire Deſtruction of the Sinner; 
he would do well to explain: It looks ſtrong 


towards Amibilation; but if our Debt be in- 
- finite, that would be reſting ſhort of the Pay 


ment: And fo. cannot, on our Adverfary's 
Principles, be reconciled to Juſtice, A Debt 


of this Kind, sf not pardoned, may be always 


paying, but can never be diſcharged. To his 
Scripture Citation at the Bottom of this Page, 
J anſwer, The Man who breaks the Law, if 
he be a proper Subject of it, is doubtleſs con- 


demnable: Gop never ſmiles on the perſiſting 
Sinner, but as he has promiſed to pardon, and 


love freely the Penitent, we ſhould never ob- 


trude our odd Conceits about Juſtice, againſt 


the Divine Pleaſure, ſpeaking in the pleaſing, 


endearing Language of Mercy, of which Man 


has ſ% much Need: Though what a returning | 
Sinner can do, will never undo a paſt Action; 


nor can the Suffering of another be, in ſuch 


Senſe, available. And therefore, what is cited 
from our Law, proves the Power of Prejudice 


over a great Mind, much better than it an- 
ſwers Mr. Cudworth's Purpoſe; whoſe Creed, 
when it comes to be underſtood, may be as 
great a Curioſity as his Free Thoughts, and alto- 


gether as inſtructive. 

He goes on (in anſwer to a Paragraph of 
mine in The Defence of the Vindication, &c.) 
to affirm, in Defiance of Fuſtice and common 
Senſe, that Chriſt's Perſon was deemed what 
it neither is, nor can poſſibly be, viz. GUILTY. 


Is not Time and Reaſon thrown away on ſuch 


Writers? 


us Cadworth's Free 7 | 
Writers? Althoug h we allow, in a gonſiſtent 


| Senſe, the 10 44 25 Her for the Benefit of the 


Uniuft, we allow Gop acts not from human 


Paſſions, or the Emotions of Anger; ar tis 4 


the - Guilty only can be the Objects 0: bis 
Averſion: Tis very ſtrange the Sinner ſhould 
be the Object of his Diſlite, the Innocent of 
his Puniſhment ! © _ 

Me are e Hrs FR What Mr, Cad. 
worth alledges to the contrary) Rill. of opinion, 
that the Doctrine of an abſolute Propitiation 
or a full Atonement, upon believing i in Chriſt, 
independent of our on Actions, 25 an Enemy 
70 moral Virtue; as we have elſewhere copiouſly 
inſiſted on. The Scripture declares, The 
Pear of the Lord is a Fountain of Life, 
and preſerves from the Snares of Death: 
That tis both a Departure from Evil, and 
the Beginning of Wiſdom.” Divine Love, 
where dt rightly prevails, is alſo a pregnant 404 
powerful Source of Obedience: It excludes a 


K* 


K 


+1 flaviſh Dread of the Almighty, | as an angry, 


mercileſs Being; but is EVER ACCOMPANIED, 
with a filial Fear to offend him : And Fear, 
upon the Whole of both Sorts, and applied to 
good and bad Men, as the World generally 
goes, I take to be the molt effectual Baſis of 
human Piety and | Happineſs: Though true 
Love is certainly in itſelf a more noble Prin- 
ciple. And ſurely an abſolute Atonement, 
yielded by another, muſt be a much greater 
Abolition of the Fear of Gop, than Pardon 
on ſomething to be done by ourſelves; ; whereby 
TY . both 
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both Love and Fear co-operate to influence oof © 
Lives: Pardon, not poſitive, but eſtabliſhed on 
Conditions purely reaſonable, from which no 
evil Deductions can ariſe. 
I had urged at large, in The Defence of the 
Vindication, * That as God had inveſted Man 
with a Power of forgiving freely, and under 
© the ſevereſt Penalties commanded him to 
© Exerciſe it, it ſeemed impoſſible he ſhould 
© ever diveſt himſelf of it, &c.” Be pleaſed 
to hear Mr. Cudicorth's Anſwer: * God's Abj- 
© lity or Power is not to be exalted againſt his 
© other Perfections; and what becomes Man, 
© who ſtands in need of Mercy and For- 
:  giveneſs | himſelf, is no Rule to judge of 
God by.“ 
Anl. I am not for exalting one Perfection 
in Deity to the Deſtruction of another; nor 
can I find where Mr. Cudiworth has done more 
than merely ſippoſed this againſt me. He, and 
others of the like Sentiment, would do well 
to conſider, how far the Juſtice of Gop (on 
a Suppoſition that the leaſt Sin cannot be par- 
doned without Breach of it) is exalted to the 
Diminution both of Mercy and Prerogative. 
| | That God in many Caſes has Power and Right 
F to act beyond Mankind, is certain: As he 
3 gave Being, ſo he has a Right to change its 
_ Mode, or diſcontinue it, with reſpe& even to 
the moſt innocent and virtuous ; yet Man has 
n ſuch general Right over his own Species: 
But whatever Truſt, amiable in itſelf, is com- 


mitted to us, we may depend- on it, "muſt re- 
| fide 
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upon their Inpoſſibility: Shou 
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fide more fully and perfectly in Gop the Giver ; 


who may diſpenſe leſs as he is pleaſed, but can ne- 

ver beſtow more: Nay, it ſeems impoſſible he 
ſhould convey altogether ſo much: Gop takes 
away Life; but here we are forbid, inſtead of 
being commanded, to imitate him: Thou ſhalt 
do no Murder. On the contrary, and in the 


_ other Caſe, Forgiving our Fellow-creatures is 


not only commanded, as a Thing in itſelf 
amiable and excellent, but our own Pardon 
from the Creator made dependent thereon : 
Nay, and Gop himſelf is propoſed as our Pat- 
tern, and we are commanded to imitate him. 


Mr. Cudworth's Diſtinction muſt therefore be 


frivolous and unwarrantable, when the Bible 
(if it does not ſet the Divine Bounty an a Baſis 
more noble and diſintereſted than ours) at leaſt 
unites both in the ſame Principle. If Gop 
forgives, as Mr. Cudworth teaches, and he be 
our Pattern, unleſs we alſo ſee Juſtice fatisfied 
in the Manner he is fuppoſed to do, we deviate 
from thoſe Principles on which our Great Ex- 
emplar proceeds; and ſo rather contradict than 


_ imitate him aright, and as we ought to do. 


1 ſhall conclude with a few general Hints: 
Firſt, My Arguments both here and elſewhere, 
againſt many favourite Tenets, proceed greatly 

fa they be Divine 
Myſteries, and to us incomprehenſible, inſtead 
of palpable Abſurdities, we certainly err much 


in oppoſing; as they on the contrary (ſhould 


we be right) muſt do, in retaining and pleading 


for them, 


„ a Secondly, 
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Secondly, A Thouſand pcſitive Declarations, 
made in favour of Dodtrines which our Un- 
derſtanding and Senſes aſſure us are impoſſible, 
can be no Proof of ſuch Doctrines; while one 
ſingle expreſs Teſtimony may be ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh a Doctrine, having no Marks of 


Error, but as far as we are able to examine, | 


every Signature of Wiſdom, Truth, and 


Goodneſs. 


Thirdly, If 77 anſubPantiation were in a 


Thouſand Places aſſerted in the New TJeſtament, 
as plainly as it is in one or wo, twould ſtill, as 


15Ww, be impoſſible: So admit the common 
Doctrines of a Trinity and Atonement to be ex- 
preſſed in Ten Thouſand Places of the New 
Teſtament, and in very ſtrong Terms too, yet 
if they are Contradictions to thoſe Principles 
ON WHICH ALONE Men aſſent to the plaineſt 
Truths, they are no more in ſuch Senſe to be 


received, than if they were only expreſs'd in 


one Place; or even never ſo much as once 

hinted at. 
Fourthly, A Multitude of the ancient Jews 

valued both the Law of Moſes, and themſelves 


thereupon, far beyond the inward Excellence 
of either one or the other; and as out of ſuch 


Perſons the Diiciples of our Lord ſeem gene- 
rally to have been choſen, twas no Wonder 
that ſuch, nay even that wiſer Men, long ac- 
cuſtomed to legal Sacriſices, ſhould, concern- 


ing the Death af the Redeemer, expreſs them- 


ſelves in a ſimilar Method, and in Terms 


ſtrong enough to miſlead ſuch Readers as do 


not 
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not attend with the utmoft Caution to the Sub- 


ject. It might be well, if the Spirit from 
- whence the beſt Part of Scripture came, more 


generally preſided in the Heart to interpret it 
now. The common Prejudice againſt this 
Doctrine keeps Men ignorant, and ſeems to 


have been the greateſt Cauſe of ancient and 


modern Squabbles about Religion. 

Fifthly, A candid Temper, and a Deſire to 
convey our Ideas to the World in Terms clear 
and expreſs as poſſible, would render ſome 
Writings more inſtructive than at preſent they 
are. The Rev. Mr. Wilſon, be his Sentiments 
right os wrong; is exceeding happy in this Re- 
ſpect: Nothing ſeems eafier than to underſtand 


(though perhaps nothing may be more difficult 


than ſometimts aſſenting to) his Meaning. And 
as I believe he has Gop's Honour, and no mean 
condemnable Ends in View, I am of opinion 
ſome Writers, in either or in Both, as Occaſion 
calls, or Conſcience may dictate, would do 
well to imitate ſo worthy an Example. 


R. Fix d. 
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